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Main Goal

The main goal of this project is to find the ideal zip 
code(s) to live in the United States by using GIS to 

examine physical, demographic, and 
socio-economic data in a spatial context.



Background ● Since everyone in our group are 
upperclassmen college students we will all 
be faced with the decision of where to move 
to and settle in just a couple of years.

● Profile:a recent college graduate looking to 
settle down and start a family in the near 
future

● Since most people choose where to live 
based on a set of criteria that they have, we 
chose a list of criteria based off of the fake 
profile we made in order to examine and 
analyze the data we had collected in order to 
narrow down our search.



Scope and 
characteristics of 

the study area

● Florida & Texas
● Third & second most populous 

states
● High rates of population growth
● Both just below national average 

for percent urban
● 4+ major metro centers
● Similar Climates 
● We have also spent a lot of time in 

Florida



Objectives for 
accomplishing the 

main goal

1. Education
  a) 50% college grads
  b) >4 options for schools
  c) >5 options for daycares

2. Economic
  a) <15% poverty level
  b) Mean income around 100,000

3. Quality of Life
  a) >15% 20-29 year-olds 
  b) Commute times less than 25 minutes
  c) Life expectancy >79
  d) 1 hospital within 10 miles
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Results 

Zip Code Analysis

Parameter Zip Codes Remaining % Eliminated

Commute Time < 25 min 1406 48%

Income > $100,000 212 92%

Number of Daycares > 5 1045 41%

Percent 20-29 Years Old > 15 646 76%

Number of Schools > 4 1243 54%

Percent Bachelor's Degree > 
50

1001 63%

Hospital within 10 Mile Buffer 1788 34%
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Parameter Counties Remaining % Eliminated

Percent Poverty < 15% 134 58%

Life Expectancy > 79 40 88%
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Final Results

Austin, Texas
Boca Raton, Florida
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